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PREFACE

Dear colleagues and friends,

From the international city of London we warmly welcome you to our unique sym-
posium ‘WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM IBD AND CELIAC DISEASE’. Inflammatory 
bowel disease and celiac disease are discrete disease entities but also share a 
bi-directional association.

They are the two most common chronic gastrointestinal diseases in our practices, 
collectively affecting more than 2% of the global population. Falk Foundation 
Symposium 249 provides a unique opportunity to combine an update of our clinical 
practice and scientific knowledge of both conditions as well as other autoimmune 
diseases under one umbrella.

The program is comprehensive and goes both from bench to bedside plus cradle 
to grave. An international faculty drawing from both paediatric and adult expertise 
have been carefully selected to fully cover both areas in depth. Among the 
comprehensive overview there are two sections of particular note, the first 
dedicated to endoscopic advances and the second to the ever-increasing interest 
in dietary therapies.

We consider this to be a crucial aspect of Symposium 249. So please come and 
spend autumn with us in the metropolis of London.

We look forward to meeting you. We hope you are as excited by the program as 
we are and see it as an opportunity to learn, but also to meet and learn with friends 
and colleagues from Europe and all over the world.

 
Looking forward to seeing you there

Axel Dignass    Gerhard Rogler   Richard Russell    David Sanders    Holm Uhlig
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October 29-30, 2027

Scientific Organization: 
Axel Dignass, Frankfurt
Gerhard Rogler, Zurich
Richard Russell, Edinburgh
David Sanders, Sheffield
Holm Uhlig, Oxford

Congress Venue: 
Park Plaza Westminster Bridge London
200 Westminster Bridge Rd
London SE1 7UT
United Kingdom

For admission to scientific events your 
name badge should be clearly visible.

Accompanying persons are not  
permitted during the conference at 
any time.

Call for Posters: 
An ePoster session will be held.  
For details see page 15.

Start of Registration: 
Thursday, October 28, 2027
17:00 – 20:00 h
at the congress office

Publication Date of the Final  
Program:
October 2027

The final program will be available on  
the website www.falkfoundation.org 
one week before the start of the  
symposium.

WHAT CAN WE LEARN FROM IBD AND  
CELIAC DISEASE
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FRIDAY, OCTOBER 29, 2027

  9:00 Welcome 
Richard Russell, Edinburgh; David Sanders, Sheffield; Holm Uhlig, Oxford

SESSION I

Immunopathology in immune-mediated intestinal inflammatory diseases

Chairs Steffen Husby, Odense; Markus Neurath, Erlangen

09:10 B cell‑targeting strategies: Advancing mechanisms toward tailored 
interventions 
Saurab Mehandru, New York

09:30 Antigen specific T cell therapeutics: Precision approaches 
Ludvig Mage Solid, Oslo

09:50 Macrophage dynamics: From intestinal inflammation to resolution  
Simon Milling, Glasgow

10:10 The interactome: Immune-epithelial-stromal crosstalk 
Paul Klenerman, Oxford

10:30 Coffee break with ePoster session

SESSION II

Emerging technologies in immune-mediated intestinal diseases

Chairs Helmut Messmann, Augsburg; Mike Thomson, Sheffield

11:00 The AI revolution: Transforming disease management and therapeutic 
guidance 
Beatriz Gros, Cordoba

11:20 Next-generation diagnostic endoscopy: What’s on the horizon? 
Mark Mc Allindon, Sheffield

11:40 AI-enhanced endoscopy for precision medicine in IBD 
Marietta Iacucci, Dublin

12:00 Advances in enteroscopy: What’s new and what’s next? 
David Sanders, Sheffield

12:20 Lunch break with ePoster session
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SESSION III

Dietary therapies across gastrointestinal diseases

Chairs Lihi Godny, Petah Tikva; James O. Lindsay, London

14:00 Personalized nutrition in IBD: Tailoring dietary approaches in IBD 
Richard Russell, Edinburgh

14:20 Dietary management of pediatric EoE: Evidence vs. myth 
Heather Grant, Edinburgh

14:40 Algorithmic approaches to dietary advice for persistent symptomatic 
celiac disease 
Leda Roncoroni, Milan

15:00 “Gut health” and gastrointestinal disease: Separating science from 
marketing 
Nick Trott, Sheffield

15:20 Coffee break with ePoster session

SESSION IV

Individualized therapies in IBD and celiac disease 

Chairs Ailsa Hart, London; Daniel Kotlarz, Munich 

15:50 IL-10 signaling: Key mechanisms of immune regulation in IBD 
Holm Uhlig, Oxford

16:10 Clinical management of refractory celiac disease (Type I & II) 
Gerd Bouma, Amsterdam

16:30 Genetics for clinicians: Diagnosing monogenic IBD in patients of all ages 
Jochen Kammermeier, London

16:50 Patient stratification: The role of autoantibodies in prediction 
Bram Verstockt, Leuven
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SATURDAY, OCTOBER 30, 2027

SESSION V

Advanced therapies in IBD and celiac disease 

Chairs Axel Dignass, Frankfurt; Anne Griffith, Toronto

09:00 Optimizing advanced therapies in ulcerative colitis 
Bruce Sands, New York

09:20 Biological and small-molecule therapies for Crohn’s disease 
Vipul Jairath, London-Ontario

09:40 Novel pharmacological targets in celiac disease 
Detlef Schuppan, Mainz

10:00 Implementation of advanced therapies in pediatric care 
Marla Dubinsky, New York

10:20 Coffee break with ePoster session

SESSION VI

Addressing unmet needs in IBD and celiac disease

Chairs Carolina Ciacci, Salerno: Hans Herfarth, Chapel Hill

10:50 The non-responsive celiac patient: A structured clinical roadmap 
Hugo Penny, Sheffield

11:10 Regenerative medicine: Cellular therapies for IBD and celiac disease 
Raja Atreya, Erlangen

11:30 Presentation of poster awards 
Axel Dignass, Frankfurt; Gerhard Rogler, Zurich; Richard Russell, 
Edinburgh; David Sanders, Sheffield; Holm Uhlig, Oxford

11:50 Translational innovation: Future targets in pediatric IBD and celiac 
disease 
Janneke Samsom, Rotterdam

12:10 Emerging molecular pathways: Beyond current treatment options in 
IBD and celiac disease 
Ailsa Hart, London

12:30 Lunch break with ePoster session
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13:40 INTERNATIONAL HERBERT FALK AWARD 
N.N.

13:50 International Herbert Falk Award Lecture 
N.N.

SESSION VII

Challenging clinical scenarios in IBD and Celiac disease

Chairs Gerhard Rogler, Zurich; David Sanders, Sheffield

14:20 Management of stricturing small intestinal Crohn’s disease 
Dominik Bettenworth, Münster

14:40 From serology-negative villous atrophy to seronegative celiac disease 
Annalisa Schiepatti, Pavia

15:00 Multidisciplinary strategies for penetrating Crohn’s disease 
André D’Hoore, Leuven

15:20 Coffee break with ePoster session

SESSION VIII

Future perspectives in IBD and celiac disease

Chairs Katarina Mitrova, Prague; Yamile Zabana, Madrid

15:50 Shifting paradigms: A no-biopsy approach for celiac disease 
Renata Auricchio, Naples

16:10 Epigenetic control: Therapeutic modulation of microRNAs 
Luc Biedermann, Zurich

16:30 Targeting fibrosis: Novel strategies in gastrointestinal disease 
Florian Rieder, Cleveland

16:50 Diagnostic breakthroughs and predictive markers 
Aleixo Muise, Toronto

17:10 Closing remarks 
Richard Russell, Edinburgh; David Sanders, Sheffield; Holm Uhlig, Oxford
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LIST OF SPEAKERS, MODERATORS  
AND SCIENTIFIC ORGANIZERS

Prof. Dr. Raja N. Atreya 
Medizinische Klinik 1 
Universitätsklinikum Erlangen 
Ulmenweg 18 
91054 Erlangen 
Germany

Prof. Renata Auricchio 
Department of Translational Medical 
Sciences 
University of Naples 
Via Giulio Cesare Cortese 29 
80133 Naples (Campania) 
Italy

Prof. Dr. Dominik Bettenworth 
Head of IBD Center 
Professor of Gastroenterology / 
University of Münster 
Himmelreichallee 37-41 
48149 Münster 
Germany

Prof. Dr. Luc Biedermann 
Klinik für Gastroenterologie und  
Hepatologie 
Universitätsspital Zürich 
Rämistr. 100 
8091 Zürich 
Switzerland

Prof. Dr. Gerd Bouma 
Department of Gastroenterology and 
Hepatology 
Amsterdam UMC 
Boelelaan 1118 
1081 HZ Amsterdam 
The Netherlands

Prof. Carolina Ciacci 
Dept. Medicine Surgery Dentistry  
Scuola Medica Salernitana 
University of Salerno 
Via Allende 46 
84131 Salerno 
Italy

Prof. Dr. André D’Hoore 
Abdominal Surgery 
University Hospitals Leuven Herestraat 49 
3000 Leuven  
Belgium

Prof. Dr. Axel Dignass 
Medizinische Klinik I 
Agaplesion Markus Krankenhaus 
Wilhelm-Epstein-Str. 4 
60431 Frankfurt 
Germany

Dr. Marla C. Dubinsky 
The Susan & Leonard Feinstein 
17 East 102nd Street, 5th Floor 
NY 10029 New York 
United States

Lihi Godny, RD PhD 
Division of Gastroenterology and  
Nutrition Unit 
Rabin Medical Center 
Petah-Tikva 
Israel

Heather Grant  
Department of Paediatrics 
NHS National Services Scotland  
Edinburgh  
United Kingdom
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Prof. Anne Griffiths 
Division of Gastroenterology, 
Hepatology and Nutrition 
The Hospital for Sick Children 
555 University Avenue 
Toronto, Ontario Canada M5G 1X8 
Canada

Dr. Beatriz Gros 
Gastroenterology 
Reina Sofía University Hospital 
Menendez Pidal Avenue 
14004 Cordoba 
Spain

Prof. Dr. Ailsa Hart 
St. Mark’s Hospital 
Watford Road 
HA1 3UJ Harrow 
United Kingdom

Prof. Dr. Hans Herfarth 
Department of Medicine 
Division of Gastroenterology and 
Hepatology 
University of North Carolina 
130 Mason Farm Road 
NC 27599 Chapel Hill 
United States

Prof. Dr. Steffen Husby 
Department of Clinical Research 
University of Southern Denmark 
Campusvej 55 
5230 Odense 
Denmark

Prof. Marietta Iacucci 
Mercy/Cork University Hospitals 
Clinical Sciences Building 
Cork T12 EC8P 
Ireland

Prof. Vipul Jairath 
Departments of Medicine and 
Epidemiology and Biostatistics 
Schulich School of Medicine & Dentistry 
Western University 
London, Ontario, N6A 4V2 
Canada

Dr. Jochen Kammermeier 
Gastroenterology 
Guy’s and St Thomas’ NHS Foundation 
Trust 
Westminster Bridge Road 
London SE1 7EH 
United Kingdom

Prof. Paul Klenerman 
Translational Gastroenterology and 
Liver Unit 
University of Oxford 
South Parks Rd 
Oxford OX1 3SY 
United Kingdom

Prof. Dr. Daniel Kotlarz 
Pediatric Gastroenterology, Hepatology 
and Nutrition 
LMU Klinikum, Kinderklinik und 
Kinderpoliklinik im Dr. von Haunerschen 
Kinderspital 
Lindwurmstr. 4 
80337 München 
Germany
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Prof. Dr. James O. Lindsay 
The Royal London Hospital 
Whitechapel 
London E1 1BB 
United Kingdom

Prof. Dr. Mark McAlindon 
Consultant Gastroenterologist 
Thornbury Hospital Sheffield 
312 Fulwood Road 
Sheffield S10 3BR 
United Kingdom

Dr. Saurabh Mehandru 
Division of Gastroenterology 
Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 
1425 Madison Avenue 
10029 New York 
United States

Prof. Dr. Helmut Messmann 
III. Medizinische Klinik 
Universitätsklinikum Augsburg 
Stenglinstr. 2 
86156 Augsburg 
Germany

Prof. Simon Milling 
School of Infection & Immunity 
University of Glasgow 
Sir Graeme Davies Building 
120 University Place 
Glasgow G12 8TA 
United Kingdom

Prof. Katarina Mitrova, MD, PhD 
Department of Paediatrics 
University Hospital Motol 
V Uvalu 84/1 
150 00 Prague 
Czech Republic

Prof. Dr. Aleixo Muise 
University of Toronto 
6 Queen’s Park Crescent, Suite 119 
Toronto, Ontario M5S 3H2 
Canada

Prof. Dr. Markus F. Neurath 
Medizinische Klinik 1 
Universitätsklinikum Erlangen 
Ulmenweg 18 
91054 Erlangen 
Germany

Dr. Hugo Penny 
Royal Hallamshire Hospital 
University of Sheffield 
Glossop Road 
Sheffield S10 2JF 
United Kingdom

Dr. Florian Rieder 
Dept. of Gastroenterology, Hepatology 
and Nutrition 
The Cleveland Clinic Foundation 
9500 Euclid Avenue 
OH 44195 Cleveland 
United States
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Prof. Dr. Dr. Gerhard Rogler 
Klinik für Gastroenterologie und  
Hepatologie 
Universitätsspital Zürich 
Rämistrasse 100 
8091 Zürich 
Switzerland

Dr. Leda Roncoroni 
Nutrizionista Milano 
Via Melchiorre Gioia 66 
20125 Milan 
Italy

Prof. Richard Russell 
Department of Paediatric  
Gastroenterology 
Royal Hospital for Children and Young 
People 
50 Little France Crescent 
Edinburgh EH16 4TJ 
United Kingdom

Prof. Dr. Janneke M. Samsom 
Laboratory of Pediatrics / Division 
Pediatric Gastroenterology 
Erasmus University Medical Center 
P.O. Box 2040 
3000 CA Rotterdam 
The Netherlands

Prof. David Sanders 
Unit of Gastroenterology 
Royal Hallamshire Hospital 
University of Sheffield 
Sheffield S10 2JF 
United Kingdom

Dr. Bruce E. Sands 
Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 
One Gustave L. Levy Place, Box 1069 
NY 10029 New York 
United States

Dr. Annalisa Schiepatti 
Department of Internal Medicine and 
Therapeutics 
University of Pavia 
Corso Strada Nuova 65 
27100 Pavia 
Italy

Prof. Dr. Dr. Detlef Schuppan 
Research Center for Immune 
Therapy (FZI) 
University Medical Center of the  
Johannes Gutenberg University 
Langenbeckstraße 1 
55131 Mainz 
Germany

Prof. Ludvig M. Sollid 
Department of Immunology 
Oslo University Hospital - Rikshospitalet 
University of Oslo 
Sognsvannsveien 20 
0372 Oslo 
Norway

Prof. Dr. Mike Thomson 
The Portland Hospital Consulting Suite 
Paeds Gastro UK Ltd. 
234 Great Portland Street 
London W1W 5QT 
United Kingdom
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Nick Trott 
Academic Department of  
Gastroenterology 
Royal Hallamshire Hospital 
Glossop Road 
Sheffield S10 2JF 
United Kingdom

Prof. Holm Uhlig 
John Radcliffe Hospital 
Headley Way Headington 
Oxford OX3 9DU 
United Kingdom

Bram Verstockt, MD, PhD 
Dept. of Gastroenterology and  
Hepatology 
University Hospital Leuven 
Dept. of Chronic Diseases and Metabolism 
KU Leuven 
Herestraat 49 
3000 Leuven 
Belgium

Yamile Zabana, MD, PhD 
IBD Unit, Gastroenterology Department 
Hospital Universitari MútuaTerrassa 
08221 Terrassa 
Spain
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POSTER SESSION

ePosters will be displayed on our screens from October 29-30, 2027. We kindly ask 
the authors to be present during coffee and lunch breaks on both days to discuss 
their work.

CALL FOR POSTERS

Please submit your abstract by July 11, 
2027, using our online submission 
system (https://poster.falkfoundation.org). 
The system will guide you through  
the submission process and provide 
further information on formatting 
requirements.

The abstracts will be reviewed by the 
scientific organizers, with preference 
given to those that align thematically 
with one of the final meeting sessions. 

Accepted abstracts will be published 
in the final program.

Abstract submitters will be informed 
about acceptance and receive further 
instructions in August 2027.

For the first author of an accepted 
abstract, registration fee and  
accommodation (October 27-31, 2027) 
will be covered during Workshop and 
Symposium 249. Travel expenses will 
not be covered.

Prizes of up to EUR 3.000, along with 
coverage of travel expenses, will be 
awarded for the best posters.  

Winners will be invited to give a short 
presentation (2–5 minutes) of their 
poster during the award ceremony.

POSTER AWARDS
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REGISTRATION

You can register for the event via our homepage: 
www.falkfoundation.org 
Registration is only possible online.

You will receive an automatic confirmation of registration by e-mail.  
Please transfer the congress fee to the bank account listed in the e-mail within 
two weeks. 

CONGRESS FEES

Scientific Program of Symposium 249	 EUR 300 
Students (copy of student ID required) 	 EUR 150

The congress fees include: 
– Pre-Opening and Welcome on Thursday, October 28, 2027 
– Refreshments during coffee breaks 
– Lunch on Friday, October 29 and Saturday, October 30, 2027 
– A copy of the final program

CONGRESS OFFICE AND REGISTRATION

Opening Hours: 
Thursday, October 28, 2027	 17:00 - 20:00 h
Friday, October 29, 2027	 08:00 - 17:00 h
Saturday, October 30, 2027	 08:30 - 17:00 h

The Falk Foundation will take pictures during the meeting. Additionally, parts of 
the meeting might be recorded. By participating all attendees consent and agree 
with the recording and the photo shoots.
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ARRIVAL

Park Plaza Westminster Bridge London 
200 Westminster Bridge Rd
London SE1 7UT
United Kingdom 

From the airport
From London Heathrow Airport (LHR)
Take the London Underground on the Piccadilly Line, traveling eastbound towards 
Cockfosters Underground Station. Change lines at Green Park Station for the 
southbound Jubilee Line. Alight at Westminster Underground Station. Walk across 
Westminster Bridge and the hotel will be right in front of you.

From London Gatwick Airport (LGW)
From London Gatwick Airport, you can take the Gatwick Express headed towards 
London Victoria Railway Station. At London Victoria, take the Underground 
traveling eastbound on the Circle and District lines. Get off at Westminster and 
walk south across Westminster Bridge. Walk south across Westminster Bridge, 
safely cross the roundabout. Walk along Westminster Bridge and the hotel will be 
in front of you.

From London City Airport (LCY)
As the name says, London City Airport is located within the city limits of London. 
From the airport, take the Docklands Light Railway (DLR) and change at Canning 
Town. Take the Underground on the westbound Jubilee line towards Waterloo. 
Alight here and exit the station via the South Bank. Walking up York Road towards 
the London Eye, take the second left turn. Park Plaza Westminster Bridge will be 
directly in front of you.

From London Stansted Airport (STN)
From London Stansted Airport, take the Stansted Express to Liverpool Street Rail 
Station. Change for the London Underground and take the Circle Line to Westminster. 
Get off at Westminster. Walk south across Westminster Bridge, cross the rounda-
bout. Walk across Westminster Bridge and the hotel will be in front of you.
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By taxi
Only taxis (black cabs) can be hailed off the streets. Minicabs cannot accept fares 
that have not been booked in advance. To pre-book a car, please contact Park 
Plaza Westminster Bridge Concierge Team in advance by calling +44 (0) 20 7620 7260 
or by emailing ppwlconcierge@pphe.com. 
Please see approximate costs for travel to the hotel below.
Heathrow Airport, Terminal 1-5:	 £80-£100 one way, £185 round trip
London Gatwick:	 £115-£130 one way, £245 round trip
Stansted and Luton airports:	 £115-£130 one way, £245 round trip
London City Airport:	 £55-£80 one way, £145 round trip
King’s Cross & St Pancras (Eurostar):	 £35
Please note that costs are approximate based on two people and subject to 
change.

By train
From King’s Cross & St. Pancras Railway Station (Eurostar)
Take the Piccadilly line in the London Underground. Headed eastbound, change at 
Green Park Station for the southbound Jubilee line. Alight at Waterloo and exit the 
station via the South Bank. Walking up York Road, Park Plaza Westminster Bridge 
will be directly in front of you.
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Together we know more. Together we do more. 
Falk Foundation e.V. | Leinenweberstr. 5 | 79108 Freiburg | Germany  
T: +49 761 1514-400 | F: +49 761 1514-460 | E-Mail: meeting@falkfoundation.org 
www.falkfoundation.org

Registration via www.falkfoundation.org  
or simply scan and register


